











the Respondent is correct that such requirement only applies to blank applications and does
not apply to PAB applications which by definition are permanently “executed” and as such
are not logged pursuant to § 9-140 (a), but rather pursuant to § 9-140 (i), as was done here.

19. Finally, upon review of the documentation submitted by the Respondent Town Clerk, the
investigation confirmed that she complied with the requirement to verify the PAB
applicants’ addresses.

20. Considering the aforesaid, COUNT ONE should be dismissed.*

COUNT TWO: Failure to Timely Count Absentee Ballots at the District 8 Polling Place

Allegation

21. In Count Two, the Complainant alleged that absentee ballots, including the PAB ballots,
were not counted at the District 8 polling place and therefore should not have been
considered in the total count by the Head Moderator.

Law
22. General Statutes § 9-147a reads, in pertinent part:

(a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, at any
election, primary or referendum, all absentee ballots shall, within
existing resources, be counted at a central location designated by
the registrars of voters in writing to the municipal clerk at least
twenty days before the election, primary or referendum, which
location shall be published in the warning for the election, primary
or referendum. Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section,
if unaffiliated electors are authorized under section 9-431 to vote in
the primary of either of two parties, all absentee ballots shall be
separated, counted, tallied and placed in depository envelopes by
voting district. Any member of the public may observe the counting
of absentee ballots at such central location.

* While the question of whether or not the Respondent election officials were required to disclose a doctor’s
certification to the Complainant is not within the Commission’s authority to determine, the Commission notes that the
Secretary’s December 15, 2012 Notice states that the Secretary sought the advice of the Freedom of Information
Commission, which indicated that the doctor’s certification could be withheld from public disclosure.
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(b) At any election, primary or referendum, all absentee ballots may
be counted in the respective polling places if the registrars of voters
agree that such absentee ballots should be so counted. If unaffiliated
electors are authorized under section 9-431 to vote in the primary of
either of two parties, absentee ballots may be counted in the
respective polling places if the parties agree that such absentee
ballots should be so counted. Any election official serving in a
polling place may observe the counting of absentee ballots at such
polling place. (Emphasis added.)

Investigation
Response
23. The Respondent Town Clerk and the Respondent Registrar asserted in their reply that the
March 3, 2020 concerned 7 different districts and polling locations and the Registrars and

Town Clerk opted for central counting.

24. The Respondents provided evidence of public notice of central counting issued by the
Respondent Registrar on or about January 30, 2020.

Analysis
25. The Commission’s consideration of this allegation is also straightforward. The elections
officials had the option of counting the absentee ballots in the individual polling places or

centrally, as was their prerogative.

26. Accordingly, COUNT TWO should be dismissed.




ORDER
The following Order is recommended on the basis of the aforementioned findings:

That the matter is dismissed.

Adopted this ) nd day of . J, ,4¢ ,wy2| at Hartford, Connecticut.

W"

‘Stephen T. Penny, Chairperson
By Order of the Commission




